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~ What is the Tennessee Extension Master Gardener Program?

The Tennessee Extension Master Gardener Program is a out a wide range of horticultural training and teaching to
UT Extension program that trains volunteers to provide improve the lives of citizens across Tennessee.

the public with research-based information on lawn and i o

garden topics. TEMGs are volunteers who have a love of Where are Tennessee Extension

plants and horticulture coupled with Extension training to o

enable them to teach and assist Tennessee residents. Master Gardener groups:

. " Currently, there are almost 40 TEMG groups around
What is the TEMG mission? Tennessee with a dedicated volunteer base of over 2,250

active TEMGs. Volunteer hours donated to Tennessee
Extension by TEMG volunteers totaled over 168,700
hours in 2015 and represented a value to Tennessee
Extension and the state of Tennessee of over $3,495,980.

The Tennessee Extension Master Gardener Program
seeks to improve the lives of Tennesseans by promoting
environmental stewardship, non-commercial food
production, and human health and well-being through
residential and consumer horticulture education delivered «
by a dedicated and skilled volunteer network. Why become a Tennessee Extension
Master Gardener?
Who are Tennessee Extension

Master Gardeners? e Help improve the lives of those in your

community through horticulture.

A Tennessee Extension Master Gardener is a trained,
skilled, passionate and dedicated volunteer member of
the Tennessee Extension team who provides horticultural
education to his or her community. « Connect with others in your area who are
interested in plants and gardens of all kinds.

e Receive initial training and education across a
range of horticultural crops.

TEMGs are teachers, doctors, farmers, lawyers, nurses,

chefs, computer programmers and every other profession e Have access to continuing education in both
and background you can imagine. This diverse and horticultural and organizational areas.

talented group comes together because of their passion

for plants and their desire to beneficially impact their local e Participate in Extension outreach events that
communities! impact youth and adults.

TEMG volunteers provide a critical link between current Your active participation in this volunteer service program
horticulture research, Tennessee Extension personnel can produce excellent benefits for two important reasons.
and the residents of Tennessee. They fill a vital role in First, you possess a passion for learning about horticulture

broadening the impact of Tennessee Extension by carrying and sharing your knowledge with others, and this is the

Western Region Central Region Eastern Region

Master Gardener county or multi-county groups

Tennessee Extension Master Gardener groups are located across the state.
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heart of the effectiveness of our program. Second, TEMG is
based on the research and outreach expertise of Tennessee
Extension professionals across the state. The dedication and
experience of volunteers combined with the resources and
information of Extension can have an exceptional impact.

What do Master Gardeners do in
Tennessee communities?

Design demonstration gardens to educate
citizens on sustainable lawn, garden and
landscape practices.

Answer gardening and pest management
questions at the county Extension office.

Plan and host home and garden shows, garden
festivals, county fair displays, gardening
information booths, and diagnostic clinics to
reach out to residents.

Write articles or give presentations to educate
the local community.

Work with youth and horticulture through 4-H
and Junior Master Gardeners.

Assist with research through participation in
trials and projects conducted by UT faculty and
Extension specialists.

Support communities through Plant-a-row for
the Hungry, Habitat for Humanity and community
beautification projects.

And much, much more!

How can you become a certified
Tennessee Extension Master Gardener?

Complete the application and return it to your
county Extension office.

Complete 40 hours of intern training on a range
of horticultural topics presented by Tennessee
Extension agents, specialists and other experts in
their respective fields.

Provide 40 hours of service through the local
Extension Office and TEMG group within a year of
completing intern training.

To remain certified in following years, TEMGs
must complete 8 hours of continuing education
in horticulture and provide 25 hours of volunteers
service.

What will the intern training course cover?

Overview of the TEMG state and local program.
Plant anatomy, physiology and taxonomy.
Soils, soil management, and plant nutrition.
Ornamental plants (woody and/or herbaceous).

Edible crops (vegetables and/or tree and
small fruits).

Turfgrass selection, management and renovation.
Plant pathology and plant diagnostics.

Entomology, Integrated Pest Management, and
pesticide safety.

Weed science, weed control and/or invasive plants.

Environmental stewardship in residential landscapes.

Where can you obtain more
information about TEMG?

extension.tennessee.edu/MasterGardener/Pages/default.

aspx
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ENNEssee

MASTER GARDENER

HELPING TENNESSEE GROW BETTER COMMUNITIES

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM APPLICATION

I understand the title Master Gardener is conditional upon receiving training, performing 40 service hours
and reporting those hours. Master Gardeners are expected to use only University of Tennessee-approved
recommendations. The Master Gardener name badge and title may not be used for commercial gain or to
promote commercial products or businesses.

Applicant’s Signature _—

(PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT)

Name Date

Mailing Address

City . — e e s e Gl LIDEE S

Telephone i EMail S
“Social Security Number* (required) Driver’s License Number (optional)

*Social Security number or personal tax identification number is required by UT Risk Management for any volunteer or friends of UT. Your Social Security number will
be used only once for the assignment of a special UT personnel number. Your Social Security number will not be released and will remain confidential.

Please list any times you would not be available for volunteer work (work schedules, anticipated trips, other commitments)

Training and education completed
_____ High school
___ Technical/trade school
— 2-year community college (major studies)
. 4-year college (major studies)
— Horticulture degrees, certification or training

Practical gardening experience (personal, volunteer or work experience)

Years of gardening experience?

Which of these do you consider to be your areas of expertise?

_ Vegetable gardening __ Lawns & turfgrass

.. Flower gardening Community gardens

. Herb gardening _ Landscape design

— Trees/shrubs _ Water-conservation gardening

___ Native plants Diseases/insects

__ Wildlife gardening — Other i
Houseplants

Ornamental ponds



APPLICATION CONTINUED

Other volunteer experience in your community

What are your volunteer activity interests (check all that apply)? Check all that apply. 1 would like to work with:
Telephone/office work at county Extension office Youth
Teaching/public speaking — Senior citizens
Writing/publishing/ proofreading — Those with disabilities
—____ Photography — Home gardeners
Web development —— Others
Computers
Artwork, displays
... Marketing/fundraising
Research/data collection
Other

Why do you wish to become a Master Gardener volunteer?

Do you have a health or medical condition that we need to accommodate for training?
If so, please explain required accommodations.

Are you able to speak or write in a language other than English?

Please list (including American Sign Language).

Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
If yes, please give the date, nature and disposition of the offense.

Please note: A criminal record will be considered as it specifically relates to the volunteer position. A criminal record may
prevent an individual from volunteering on specific projects, depending on the nature of the offense.

Reference: Please list a non-family member who has knowledge of your skills, abilities and qualifications. This
individual should have worked with you on projects and activities and/or have direct experience with knowledge of your
qualifications. Please provide a complete address and phone number.

Name Relationship Phone

Address City State Zip

1 authorize the Extension office to contact my listed reference. | understand that a criminal background check may be
completed prior to final acceptance of this application. I understand that misrepresentation or omission of required
information may disqualify my application to volunteer for University of Tennessee Extension. I understand that I serve
at the satisfaction of University of Tennessee Extension and agree to abide by the policies of UT Extension and the
Tennessee Master Gardener Program to the best of my abilities.

Applicant’s Signature Date



